Susan Kelly & Karyn Unger

Lesson Topic: Tornadoes

Grade Level: Kindergarten
Essential Questions 

What are tornadoes?

In what ways does weather affect our daily lives?
CCCS Standards
5.4.2.F.1. Observe and document daily weather conditions and discuss how the weather influences your activities for the day. 

Objectives and Assessments 

· Objective: Students will be able to describe the kind of destruction that a tornado causes.
· Assessment: Students will draw pictures of the damage a tornado could cause in Trenton and we will collect these to look for evidence that they have understood the nature of a tornado.  
Materials 

· Youtube video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=43VoMesUd2Q

· Computer

· Tornado Alert by Franklyn M. Branley
· Drawing paper

· Pencils and crayons
· Tornado in a bottle demonstration: 2 soda bottles, duct tape, glitter, dish soap, and water 


Prior Knowledge  

We are not sure if the children have any prior knowledge of tornadoes. Therefore, we are incorporating many visuals into our lesson, specifically a video, a book with various pictures, and a model of an actual tornado.

Lesson Beginning: Karyn (5-7 minutes) 

Gather students in an area where they can see a National Geographic video of tornadoes. Show video. When the video is over, call students by table to find their spots on the carpet. 

Ask: Does anyone know what we just saw in the video? (Tell the class “tornadoes” if necessary) Have you ever seen a tornado? 

Say: I’ve never seen a tornado before! We’ve been talking about the weather (reference weather chart), but sometimes the weather makes huge storms. Tornadoes are very powerful storms. We are going to learn about tornadoes today.

Instructional Plan
1. Lesson beginning (described above) 

2. Read select pages of Tornado Alert (5-7 minutes)
a. Page 3 (Karyn)
b. Pages 4-5 (Karyn): So, how do tornadoes happen? 

- What is the weather like on a tornado day? (It is hot outside, there is thunder, lightning,

  rain, and hail) 

- How do clouds become a tornado? (The clouds reach towards the ground and become a 

  funnel)

- Utilize illustrations in discussion

c. Pages 6-7 (Karyn)
d. Page 8 (Susan): Are there tornadoes where we live? (Not usually, tornadoes mostly occur of flat land. There have been tornadoes around here though. There was one right in Princeton!) 
e. Page 9 (Susan)
f. Pages 14-15 (Susan)
g. Pages 18-19 (Susan): What types of things would a tornado destroy if it hit Trenton? (Big things: houses, cars, trees, etc; Small things: books, shoes, dishes, etc) 
3. Before the children return to their seats, explain that they are going to draw a picture of a 

    tornado. Show the class how to draw a tornado on the white board near the carpet. Then tell 

    the children to imagine that a tornado is going to hit Trenton! Ask the class what the tornado 

    would rip up if it hit Trenton, referencing discussion from the read aloud. Draw a few of these 

    items in the tornado on the white board to demonstrate their task. (Susan- 3 minutes) 

4. Call children by table to return to their seats. Pass out paper for tornado drawings. Instruct 

    children to use their crayons to first draw a tornado and then draw things that the tornado 

    would rip up. We will walk around the room and monitor their progress. (8-10 minutes: tell 

    children to start wrapping up at 5 minutes and again at 8 minutes) 

5. Closure

Closure 

1. Call children by table to return to the carpet and sit along the perimeter. 

2. Show tornado in a bottle demonstration: Point out that real tornadoes swirl like the one in the 

    bottle, which is how they destroy things like the ones that they drew. Also mention that the 

    grass in the tornado in the bottle is moving in the same way that the things they drew would 

    move through a real tornado. (Susan- 2 minutes) 

- We will walk around the perimeter to show the children a closer view of the tornado.

3. Wrap up lesson (Karyn- 2 minutes). Ask: What did you learn about tornadoes today? 

    Key Points:

· Tornadoes are powerful storms

· Tornadoes usually happen where there is flat land, but they can occur where we live too

· Tornadoes destroy everything in their paths

· Tornadoes happen on hot, rainy days

· Tornadoes form when clouds reach toward the ground and become a funnel
Differentiation/Classroom Management  

1. We will direct questions at students who are losing focus during the read aloud. If a student is 

    disruptive during the read aloud/video viewing, we will ask him/her to move to the red table.  

2. E may have trouble focusing for the whole lesson and is allowed to excuse himself to the 
    reading carpet to work on puzzles.  If he does not excuse himself, we may ask him to go there.  

3. Two of our students are Burmese. K speaks English, but is soft spoken, and B does not speak 

    English at all. We will try to direct questions at K if we feel that he is being overpowered by 

    the other students in the class. During small group instruction, the teacher in B’s group will 

    speak to her individually. Ms. R has told us that K sometimes translates for B. If we have 

    trouble communicating with B, we will ask K to help us.  

